Peritonsillar abscess following tonsillectomy.
Peritonsillar abscess is an unusual complication following tonsillectomy. A series of five such patients is herein reported. Proper treatment begins with the initial tonsillectomy ensuring complete removal of the tonsils. Should a late peritonsillar abscess following tonsillectomy be found, the patient may be treated with needle aspiration of the affected area plus antibiotics. Removal of the remaining tonsillar tissue and surgical capsule of the tonsil is also advocated.